





NIGHTINGALE. 


“ THE LEAST, THE LOVELIEST OF THE TUNEFUL TRAIN.” 








No. VII.—Tuerspay, MAy 24th, ’96. 


THE THEORIST: 


"The Poot’s eye, in a fine frenzy rolling, 
Poth vlance from heav’n to earth, from earth to heaven, 
And, as imagination bodies forth 
"The forms of things unknown, the Poet’s pen 
Vurns them to shape, and gives to airy nothing 
A local habitation, and a name. Shakespeare 


a | 

Genius is two frequently thwarted by 
the malevolence of Criticifm, and checked in its 
zenith of exuberance by thofe cynical animadver- 
ters, who, according to the precife rules of method, 
will feverely cenfure the fmalleft deviation from the » 
path which cuftom eftablithes, without an equitable 
confideration for redundancy of ideas, and copiouf= 
ncfs of imagination. ‘The firft fallies of ingenuity, 
cannot be fuppofed to abound with that unexcep- 
tianable congruence, and entire accuracy, which 
experience will arrange, and obfervation complete, 
which a feries of practice will render per{picacious, 

and habit facilitate. 
The germ of enthufiaftic fancy, and effufions of 
fervent conception, muft inevitably produce fome 
little irregularities, which time will correct, and 
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knowledge amend ; influx of perception and mul- 
tiplicity of ideas, ever throws the compofition of 
young authors into an unfyftematized train, which 
repetition alone can obviate, and an accuftomed ufe 
reform ; feverity of remark, however juft on this 
general failing, has an irremidiably bad effect, in 
veftroying intellectual effay, and that neceflary con- 
ae which commonly tucceeds to the improve- 

nent of tafie, increafe of judgment, and acutene(s 
of expreflion. 

If the firf{ dawnings of genius are animated by 
approbation, and patronifed with lenity and indul- 
ence, it will be a fufficient incitement for her to 
{trive after excellency, and forward a rapid pro- 
ereflion towards refinement ; that apparent difcord, 
which previoufly characterifed her works, would be 
regulated by precifion and uniformity—that pro- 
lixity and drynefs, which before conftituted them 
tedious and infipid, would at lenth be fignalized by 
brevity and correétnefs; but on the contrary, if 
her firft endeavours meet with that ftrict ferutiny, 
and minute inveftigation, which is due only to aye 
and experience ; if the novice fuffer the fame re- 
proach for the commiifion of error, which would fall 
to the fhare of an adept, the emulative and afpiring 
mind would be palled in indifferency, and lote that 
keen zeft of enterprize, which alone can exalt a 
man to eminence and diftinétion. 

Poets, in particular, are extravagant in expref- 
fion, fabulous in defcription, and fuperlative in me- 
taphor; were they to confine themfelves to partic- 
cal language, without indulging that excurfive va- 

‘iety which their minds picturefque; did they not 
freely coin the utmoft fupgeftions of phantafin, and 
give exorbitant licenfe to chimera, what pleafure 
would poetry afford ? Was this creative ability dif- 
efteemed,the names of SHAKSPEARE, and MiLTon 
would have long fince been deftinated to the ob 
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fcure recefles of oblivion, nor the works of Or- 
way and Rows, furvived to entertain the prefent 
age. 

‘There are certain hours, when the mind is too 
relaxed for intenfe application, too languid to com 
mand a firm attention nec eff ry for important ftu- 
dy, and too dejected for ferious fubjedcts 5 3 it ig at 
thele moments, an ima ginative production operates 
asa relief to the dormant faculties of the mind, 
modulates them to a confiftency, and renders us 
fit fubjeXs for more elaborate employment. Hence 
they who engage themfelves in works calculated: to 
afford even pleafure alone, without the afliftance of 
inftruction, are not totally unmeritable of efteem, 
but thofe who blend the former with the latter, 
and amufe while they inform, ought to be confider- 
ed as geniuffes, deferving the higheft encomiums 
praife can beftow, and who claim the moft lavith 
extollations panegyric is capable of magnifying. 
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Literary Amufeinents. 





[SELECTED.] 





THE LADY OF THE CAVE. 


(Continued from No. VI) 
Sug told me fhe was the daughter of Sir G. M. 


by whom fhe was promifed in her infancy to Lord H—, 
but that as fhe grew up, fhe could not be prevaile lu pon 
to entertain any fentiments, but thofe of an implacable 
erfion for her intended bridegroom.—That fhe had en- 
aes avoured, by prayers at nd tears, not only to her father, 
but alfo by declaring her hatred to himfelf, to convince 
both, of the miferies fuch an union muft produce; but 
all without the leaft effect.—Her father found an advan- 
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tage to his family by the match, and was obftinate in his 
reiolution; nr would Lord H » recede from his 
pretentions, either becarfe he really loved her, or that his 
pride would not fuffer him to be difappointed in a thing 
every body fuppofed him certain of poffefling.—As the 
was now looked upon of fufficient years, the wedding- 
day was appointed, and fhe faw the preparations making 
for it, with a horror which determined her to run ail 
hazards, rather than it fhould be com piped ioding no 
Way to avoid it, but to quit her father’s houfe, fhe re- 
folved on duing fo; but to whom to have recourfe fhe 
knew not, not daring to go toany of her friends or kin- 
dred, as fie was certain fearch would be made for her in 
every houfe which could be fufpected to give her thelter. 
in this diftrefs fhe communicated all to her woman, who 
told her fhe hada kinfman in Hertfordfhire, who had 
indeed but an ordinary habitation, yet fuch a one as 
inight conc 2 1 her till the fearch fhould be entirely over, 
ord the mi ight then repair to fuch of her relations who 
had the mott influence over her father, in order to bring 
abeut a reconciliation.—Never, faid fhe, had I known 
fo much tranfport, as this propofal gave me.— We fet im- 
mediately about packing upa little bundle of linen, and 
‘ome few neeeflaries, which I thought the mean place I 
was going to would not be able to fup ply me with; and 
the next morn ting, by day break, got out of the houfe, 
vithout being feen by amy of the family, and came down 
in the Hertford ftage. —Her kinfman, fhe told me, lived 
within two fimall miles of that town, which we eafily 
walked; but how greatly was I difappointed, when be- 
ing arrived, we were told that his goods had long ago 
Leen feized for rent; that he had been turned oul of his 
}.ou-e, with all his family; and that, nobody cating to 
receive them on account of their poverty, he had | bee n 
to dig himfelf a cay fs where he feon after died 
of ericf, but that his ite ftill lived in the fame place; 
they then direéted us, Cont inued fhe, to the cave where 
you found me, which I thought it better to ccntent my- 
ielf with, than to go to any inn, where I might have 
been fen by fome one who had known me; “and my 
fervant had no acquaintance, befides this poor widow, 
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in all thefe parts. —She added, that it wasa fortnight fince 
flie came, and did not dare to quit it as yet, 

After thanking her for the confidence the repofed i: 

, 1 atked her feveral queftions conceraing her manner 
of life, a nd w hat fhe did for provifions. To which fhe 
replied, “that the widow went every day to Ware, and 
brought her in wherewith to fupport nature, which was 
all fhe defired, or could ¢ xpet while in her ftate of exile. 

She gave me this detail with fo much cheerfulnefs and 
interfperfed it with fo many pleafantries, that it was €a- 
fy to fee her misfortunes had not confumed her {pirits. 
Tt growing towards fua-fet, when fhe had finifhed, 1 was 
obliged to take my leave, but not without a promife of 
meeting her, the next a orning in the fame grove. 

You may imagine, dear Arabella 24, with how = be tri- 
umph of mi ind I came home, on account of the difcov- 
ery "T had made of the f ippofed foirit.—I oan my 
poor Abigail at the edge of the » road, with two or three 
of mv uncle's fers ants, who had been fent in qi ae eft of 
me, afcer fle had miffed me atthe place PF had ordered 
her to come to.—They doubted not but the fpirit had 
ron away with me; but my uncle and aunt were in paia 
left fome other :1! accident had befallen me.— My appea- 
rance, however, made ail things eafy, and I rel ted the 
whole ftory, in the fame manner I have done to you, 
oaly concealing the names and quality of the perfons con~ 
cerned, from a!l but my uncle and aunt, whofe difcre- 
tion I tao we'l knew to make a doubt of, or that they 
would not do as I earnettly wifhed in my heart, which 
was to invite this di ftrefled young lady to their houfs. 
] had no fooner finifhed my a Seimd than they ¢ fps 
out both together, Why niece, did not vou bring her fra 
that wretched place 2—I told them, it was a liberty Fi 
would nor prefume to take, but fince they had given 
me authority, 1 would let her know the favour they in- 
tended her, the next day. 

To conclude ; I obeyed their commands and the-« 
tates of my own inclination. She is now with us.—I 
m quite charmed with my new friend; the feems no 


»>s fo with me: aad if fhe thinks I have done her any 
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tion, 1 know myfelf well repaid in her polite aud agreea- 
ble conver'ation.—My aunt is equally pleafed with her, 
and my uncle takes fo much part in her diftrefs, that 
(though he is {till very lame) he refolves to go to Lon- 
don, fome day this week, and try how far her father’s 
humanity can be wrought on to break off the intended 
inarriage; for on no other terms does fhe defire a recon- 
cilation, but will feoner forego all the hopes to which 
her birth entitles her, and get her bread by fervice, than 
ever yield to become the wife of the Lord H. 

As foon as I know the fuccefs of this negociation, I 
will not fail to Communicate it to you; in the mean 
time I fat.er myfelf you will take this asa fufficient ex- 
aufe for my long filence. 

{To be continued.) 








TO THE LADIES OF BOSTON. 


ee 








Auruoucu ambitious of your finiles, 
Ladies, lam independent of your frowns. I am 
morried, and my wife gives me continually fuch 
fmiles, as | would not exchange for any opulence, 
for any honors. Notwithftanding I have fuch an ob- 
jet, on which to lavifh my attention, I prefume to 
tell you fome truths, which perhaps you have not 
heard. ‘With gratitude, I acknowledge, that the 
pleafures moft dear to me in remembrance, are thofe 
which were found in the fociety of amiable and ac- 
complifhed women. I have moft cordially aided 
cvery plan, which implicated their improvement, 
or gratification. I moft fincerely with them, the 
poflefiion of their charms, in their moft cultivated, 
and powerful ftate. 

Do you wifh to be amiable ? Do you with to be 
beautiful ? In different places, beauty is a different 
thing 5 it is a different thing, in the eftimation of 
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different perfons, in the fame place. In this co 
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try, in the opinion of every body, one of its moft 
eflential requifites, is Cleanlinefs. Do not throw 
down the paper at this word, and exclaim, you im- 
pudent, ungentlemanly being! Do you affirm un- 
cleanlinefs of us, and affign it too, as a diminution 
of beauty? Ido. Exercife your native candor ; 
liften a moment, I will convince you. 

You remember in the romances you read, when 
a heroine is deferibed, how luxuriant her cherry 
lips, and ivory teeth are reprefented, around which, 
a thoufand Cupids hold their fports. Can there 
bea more lovely, bewitching object, than a mouth 
adorned with thofe cherry lips, and ivory teeth, 
when aétive in the utterance of fuch fprightly, in- 
tereiting things, as the Ladies of Bofton are accuf- 
tomed to fay ? Can there be, on the contrary, an 
object fo truly difgufting, as uncleanly, black teeth, 
ane by fuch lips ? Doesnot fuch an appearance 

sand your fenfibility ? ‘This you will fay, is not 
the 2 imeuage of a gentleman. Is the eye, the ny 
offended at the picture of a reality, which nearly 
four women of iix, in the circle of your acquaint- 
ance, exhibit > Were a gentleman to affirm to you, 
that your inattention to your appearance was highly 
reprehenfible, would he not commit a crime, for 
which he would find it difficult to atone ? I dare 
not then aik you if this inattention is not lamenta- 
bly true, among you, in the proportion of nearly 
four to fix. Every man of fentiment will teil you, 
that the moft attractive part of a face perfectly 
beautiful, when in action, isthe mouth. At your 
toilets you fee it inactive ; you fee only the lips, 
which alone receive your attention. Many of vou, 
it may be preiumed, ‘know not, that you have teeth, 
from having feenthem. Permit me to propofe an 
experiment. —Talk and laugh before the glafs. Re- 
peat any thing you may have committed to memo- 




































Se THE NIGHTINGALE. 


ry. Laugh as cordially, as the prefent ftile of man- 
ners will warrant. Remark upon the expofures 
you make. The inferences you will readily deduce 
for yourfelves. 

Whenever this perfonal indelicacy is obfervable, 
we are juftified in imagining a correfpondent inde- 
licacy of fentiment. A Lady, who is too indolent 
to give any attention to fo important a confidera- 
tion, in exterior embellifhment, muft furely be too 
much fo, to make fuch acquifitions, as are calculat- 
ed to render her fociety deiirable. No young lady 
thus inattentive, can attract admirers, or infpire the 
feelings fo neceflary to her happinefs, of honorable, 
manly attachment. Every man who is worth your 
friendfhip, is entitled to make his own conclufions 
of your character, from the impredlions given by 
your external appearance. 

Ladies, it is not you alone, to whom thefe re- 
marks fhould be addrefiecd. Shame! fhame! on 
the gentlemen, they are far more criminal than you; 
and they cre too, what you cannot be, incorrigible. 

Infenfibility to our own frailties, is a part of our 
conilitution. There is one accompaniment of this 
denta! indclicacy, which contemplated as having re- 
lation to amiable, accomplifhed women, I have not 
the courage to name.—If you perceive it in others, 
fhudder at the a »ance, that others perceive it in 
you. [See Lavater’s Aphoriims 347 and 376.] It 
is a common remark of foreigners, that American 
women have bad teeth; but they do not go farther 
and remark upon the invariable and neceflary con- 
fequence, for no one has the sarditfe to {peak of 
this confequence ; it is an indelicacy almoft too 
grois to find exiitence in language. ‘Ten minutes 
caily attention will procure you good teeth ; which 
whether confidered as ufeful, ornamental, or com- 
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fortable to your neighbours, are invaluable. 
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I fuppofe Ladies, if any of you have patience to 
perufe this epiftle to the end, you will throw down 
the paper, ftigmatife the writer as impudent or bru- 
tal, and think no more of it. There is, however, 
one amiable, dear girl, whom to find attentive to 
thefe remarks, would rejoice my heart. 












CIMBRI. 
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Original Poetrp. 
IF pureft angels look with pitying eyes 
On man’s frail nature, and can feel our woe, 
If worth ccleftial left its native tkies, 
To bleed and fuffer for our fins below ; 















Then dearcft fair let pity warm thy breaft ; 
The bright example ftill with zeal purfue : 
Smile on the youth, whe knows not to be ble, 
Save when his heart is full of love and you. 
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BEAUTIFUL SELECTION. 


—_— 


TO SLEEP. 


F'RST rouad my brows a poppy wreath I'll bind, 
Gather'd while moften’d with the falling dew, 
With ivy tendrils round their ftems entwin’d— 
Then to the God of Sleep’! my fong purfue. 
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Hail balmy Sleep! thou offspring of the night! 
Alore of thee, the mufe delights to fing ; 
Bend hither wards thy gentle airy flight ! 

And o’er me drop thy dark extended wing. 






Thy facred influence to my fou! impart, 

And on my couch, oh, “ partial fleep” defeend ; 
*Tis thou alone canft foothe my grief-worn heart ; 
Nature’s beft nurfe, and forrow’s gent!e® friend !” 








Spread wide thy arms, and fold me to thy breaft ; 
There I can tafte the bleflings of repofe ; 

Then, with my forrows, fhall [ fink to reft, 

And calm oblivion mitigate my woes! 












$2 THE NIGHTINGALE, 


DETACHED THOUGHTS. 


eae ass 
VIRTUE. 

VIRTUE is the ‘daughter of Heaven; happy they 
who cultivate it from their infancy ; they pafs their 
youth in ‘erenity, their manhood in tranquility, and 
their old age without remorfe ; there is nothing in this 
world fit to be compared to it; all its wiflies and defires 
tend to celcftial enjoyments, which are not liable to a 
change. The virtuous man looks back upon his patft 
condué& without regret, beceule his fate cannot be unhap- 
py. His mind is the feat of chearfulnefs, and his aétions 
are the foundation of felicity; he is rich amidft poverty, 
and no one can deprive him of what he poffeffes ; he is 
all perfection, for his life is fpotlefs; and he has nothing 
to wifly for, fince he pofleffes every thing. Alexander 
was celebrated for his courege, P'tlcmy for his learning, 
Trajan for his love of truth, Antonius for his piety, Con- 
ftantius for his temperance, Scipio for his continence, 
and Theodocius for his humility. O glorious virtue, 
which, in fome way or other, rewardeft all thy admirers, 
and without whom there can be no real happinefs ! 











WHEN fome one told Louis the Fourteenth, how 
happy he muft be as Sovereign of a great country, to 
have it in his power to oblige fo many perfons— 
«¢ Alas!” replied the old Monarch, * when I give away 
any thing, I make one man ungrateful, and ninety-nine 
perfons difcontented.” 





THE ingenious and e'egant Mr. Greville fays ex- 
tremely well in his maxims ;—* Whatever natural right 
men may have to freedom and independency, it is man- 
ifeft that fome men havea natural afcendancy over 
others.” . 





Epitaph on an Infant. 
AH ! ‘why fo foon,’ when juft the flow’r appears, 
Strays the brief bloffom from the vale of tears ? 
Death view'd the treafure to the defert given, 
Claim’d the fair flow’r, and planted it in heaven. 
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LEVITIES. 


Sees 


ANECDOTE. 

AT atime when the Irifh Parliamentary Cominif- 
fioners were in London, one of them being in a large 
company at the Duke of Portland’ Ss was aiked by a 

ith Peer, whofe fpoufe has not been celebrated for 
ucretia, **whether the Irifh, when they came to 
L ndon, were not remarkable for making bulls?—+'Yes, 
‘y Lord!” anfwered the Commiffioner, ‘*my coun- 
rymen, W hen they come te England, not only ma ike 
bulls, but a great number of other horned creatyres.” 
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CAT-0-NINE-TAILS. 


A failor having been fentenced to the Cat-of-nine-tails: 
when tied ready for punifliment, fpoke the following 
; to his Commander, who had a particular aver- 
fion toa Cat. 








LY your honor’s command, an example ! ftand, 
Of your juftice to all the fhip’s crew ; 
i am hamper’d and ftript, and if I am whipp’d, 






‘Tis no more than I own is my due. 






Jn this bad condition, | humbly petition, 
To offer fome lines to your eye : 

Iserry Tom by fuch trath avoided the lafk, 
And if fate and you pieafe, fo may I. 








There is nothing you hate (I’m informed) like a Cat 
Why ! your honor’s averfion is mine; 






lf pufs then with one tail, can fo make your heart fail, 









© fave me from that which has nine 





N. B. He was pardoned. 











THE Earl of Guildford being toid that his large pair b 
of gouty thoes had been ftolen—* Well, we Il,’? ({aid his : 
L, rdfhip, with his ufual pleafantry, ) “ali the harm | 
with the thief is, that the fhoes may fit him. 
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ANECDOTE OF JAMES THE FIRST. 


SOON after the acceffion of King James the firft, to 
the crown of Eng Jandy in one of the tours he made 
round his kingdom, he was entertained by the Earl of 
Scarborough, at his feat of Lumly Caftle, a ri: ght reve- 
rend Bithop, a relation of his Lor ‘dfhip’s, who was th ere 
ona vifit at the fame time, thinking no doubt to pottefs is 
his Majefty with a grand idea of the importance of the 
family of his noble relatives, began to ac quaint the King 
with a genealogical detail-of every perfon who had ex- 
ifte di in a long continued line of his I ord{hip’s progen- 
itor’s, and att empte dto deduce the origin o! the family 
froma peaiod fo remote, that it exceeded every degree of 
pore 5 The King, whole patience was quite ex- 
ted, ftopped fort ‘the reverend genealogiit, by fay- 
ing "eG man, go no farther ; let me digeft the know!- 
ed lee d have gained ; ; for, by my foul, | did na ken that 
Adam’s name was Lumly.” 
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Dr. Radcliffe was not a more rigid obferver of the a 
phorifims of Hippocrates, than the precepts of Bacchus. 
One evening, as he was S tacrittiag at the fhrine of the 
purple god, ina tavern, a gentleman entered in great 

alte, almoft breathlefs— Dr. my wife is at the point 
of death, make hafte; come with me.” Not till I have 
finiflred my bottle, however, (replied the Dr.) The 
man, who happened to be a fine athletic fellow, finding 
entreatv ufelefs, inatched up-the Dr. hotfted him on his 
back, and carried him out of the tavern. The moment 
he fet the Dr. upon his legs, he receis ar from hiin, in a 
very emphatic manner, the following threat: ‘* Now, 
you rafcal, Pilcurn your Wife in revenge? The Dr. 
(the itory adds) kept his word. 





NOTE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
The MICROCOSM, No. 3 and 4 is received. 
In tranfcribing tie elegant paftoral in imitati@m of Sury- 
"rong, which graced our 4th No. a miftake was made in thie date. 
Read April rith, 1796, inftcad of 1795. 
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